The Community Theatre Of Howell
ANNOUNCES AUDITIONS-

for a world premiere of a new work

Oper?

&
Froggy went a coutin”

Book and Lyrics by: SHIRLEY MITCHELL
Music by: STUART MITCHELL aka Heywood Banks

Welcome to the swamp! This is a story of love, treachery, and redemption. It is loosely based on a 17" century folk song.
A FROGGY WENT A-COURTING. The timeframe is as old as enchantment, the story as new as spring love.

It opens as our self- indulgent Grey Cat orphans a baby mouse when he makes lunch of her mother. Grey Cat, realizing the
consequences of his actions, engages Uncle Rat, the most prominent creature at the pond, to care for her. She grows into a
lovely, sheltered mouse, having been educated by Uncle in every subject except real life experience. As Uncle grows old he fears

leaving her alone with no one to care for her so in secret, he solicits the help of his friend, Grey Cat, to find herabeau.Unc | e’ s
long lost nephew arrives, along withpr obl ems and growing turmoil as Miss Mousey
hero and swamp musician, the very charming, Froggy.

The story becomesent angl ed with spurned | overs, unrequi t emndddlingeart s,

in love could prove disastrous. The colorful, supporting creatures bring humor, fun and gossip to the mix. The eighteen new
songs that run from jazz to rockabilly to folk to torch will linger in the minds of the audience long after the lights go out.

Bring the family and sit back, as a new folk tale unfolds, enchanting and capturing the attention of new audiences.
ROMANCE! MURDER! SINGING FROGS! What more could one ask?

This musical offers roles for all ages (see character descriptiotie next page). Auditions will be held on
May 12" & 13™ 2008 at the Howell High School Freshman Campus in Howell, Michigan. The Audition sche]
is as follows:

Monday, May 12"- TEENS (14 yrs & up)- 4:30-6:30pm-
(Must be checked in by 5:30 to audition)
ADULTS- 7:00- 9:30pm-(Must be checked in by 8:00 to audition)

Tuesday, May 13- CALLBACKS FOR TEEN & ADULTS (4:30 -6:30)
CHILDREN (6-13 yrs.)} 7:00-9:30pm1
(Must be checked in by 8:00 to audition)

Saturday, May 17"- Cast list posted by 12:00 noon on back door of theatre and on our
website at (vww.cththeatre.org)
* A parent or guardian must be present at all times during auditions and required to attend parent meeting*
*Please come prepared to sing a music selection of your choice*
Scripts ($1000 deposit) and CD ($5.00 deposityill be available after April 21** by contacting
Karen Somers Producer at 517-552-8030.
Rehearsals will begin on Monday, May"1#& 6:30 pm at thBARNARD CENTER in Howell.
Rehearsals are scheduled Mondayhursday from 6:3®:30 and adding Fridays andmse
Saturdays in August.
Performances: September 12, 13, 14 & 19, 20, 21 (6 shows in all)
*Director reserves the right to cast outside of the posted guidelines*
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http://www.cththeatre.org/

AUDITION
LOCATION: Howell High School Freshman Campus Director: Becky Dilworth

1400 W. Grand River Avenue email r.dilworth@comcast.net
Howell, MI 48843 phone: 517552-0955

Please log onto ouwebsite for a map Producer: Karen Somers
www.ctheatre.org email faskes@sbcglobal.net

phone: 517552-8030

SWAMP OPERA
CHARACTER DESCRIPTIONS

Miss Mousey: (F)(minimum age 14 mst appear 16 aslder) anorphan whas pamperedndprotected. She is a poet

and a dreamer and happy to live in her safe world with Uncle Rat until she meets Froggy and discovers the strange wine
called love. She must learn about life and finding her arad must overcome fear, self doubt and loss to finally join her

man. Sings duets with Froggy and Miss Toad, as well as a solo song.

Froggy:(M) (minimum age 14 must appear 16 alder) The Archetypical Hero, hiss brave eager, romantic, idealistic
andpfiatty good musician. 0 He gets all the girls and i s
Frogs, and Miss Mousey so must be able to carry solo singing.

Gray Cat:(M) (30 and older will have a mature look) begins the show as anslilligent feline but changes to a more
enlightened and responsible creature as a result of hisidigt ¢ hoi c e s € a n choretchaage is ceqused ofv er s . .
him. He has humorous wisdom in his earnestness. This is a comedic role and requires sols aseteirsging.

Uncle Rat (M) (30 + adultmust appear middle aged) loving, protective, wise, and yet unwise perhaps, as he loves his
adopted daughter and will sacrifice all for her. He and Gray Cat are old cronies solid in their devotion to ealhither.
role requires solo as well as duet singing with Gray Cat.

Horace (the fake) Raymond: (M) (minimum age 14 must appear 16 or older) A charismatic villain, he assumes a false
identity to secure his happy f ut Heigchaning &d a atebpyowsth gneats b a n d
style. But who is under that charming facade? Sings solo.

Miss Toad (F) (mi ni mum age 14 must appear 16 or older) A fiRed H
a broken heart and must learn to valuesaér Loves Froggy and will do almost anything to get him. She is jealous of
Mouseybs good fortune and must choose to become an enen
solo and duet.

Left Bank: (M) (minimum age 14 must appear 16adder) A t r ue r o ma n t; hecnevértseeidssto getrtten c h ! )
girl éor does he? A humorous side kick for Froggy, he i
with the frogs.

Poncha (M) (minimum age 14 must appear 16abtder) TheLatino wry third member of the three Frogskateers. He is
muy machaand loyalto Froggy and Left Bank. Healances theie mo t endenci es. Will need a
Antonio Banderas. Sings with other frogs.

Ms Hen: (F) (25 + adult must appear mdd|l e aged) She is fervently devoted
imparting her learned opinion on what they need to do about it. She firmly believes the swamp runs better with her in
charge. Is always busy, bustling, and not listening. Will singnsemble numbers.

Miss Goose (F) (25 + must appear middle aged) She is Gray Catds f
than her other c¢crony Ms Hen. She has high hopes of be
nagd ng squawk in her voice from her fAcoldodo. She shows us

Will sing in ensemble roles and has a duet with Grey Cat.

Miss Pig: (F) (25+Adukt must appear middle aged) A comedic character, she likes to eat, and while tilietin, eat.
.actuallyys he i s al | about eating. She is sweetly oblique as
the creme puffs! Will sing in ensemble numbers.
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FEATURED ENSEMBLE ROLES:

Mr. Owl : (M) (50+ appears as a sencitizen) Crusty, grumpy, wise, and not above using his gavel on the noggin to
keep order in his courtroom. Will sing in ensemble numbers.

Mr.Badger: (M) (14 and oldemust appear as adulNOT the sharpest tool in the shed. He is the jailer an#ghin a
direct lineéno curves in his thinkingéthough he does ap,

The Real Raymond:(M) (youngaduf t he unsuspecting heir to Uncle Ratsod
cast as anotr creature in ensemble numbers.
ENSEMBLE ROLES:

Rats 1, 2,3 (14 yrs. & oldermal e and f emal e) Horaceds gang. Can be dc
creatures.

Mr. Rooster: (M) (14 yrs. & olde) appear$n ensemble numbers.
Mr. Bumble: (M) appears in ensemble numbers.

Mother Mouse: (F) (Adult or looks old enough) gives her life for her daughter. A Parisienne. Will be cast as another
creature in ensemble numbers.

Googleée. coul d be male or female. A turtle
The Toadettes: (teengirls)b ackup singers and 606s style dancers for Mi

Lightning Bugs, Tadpoles Chicklettes, etc. (age 6 andip) appear in ensemble numbers.
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