
Community Theatre of Howell Announces Auditions for. . .  
 

 

AUDITIONS 
June 26 & 27, 2019 

6:30pm 

Audition location: 

Howell High School Freshman Campus 

1400 W. Grand River, Howell 
 

A CTH BACKSTAGE SERIES PRODUCTION 

Directed by: Rick Spangler 

Written by: Doug Delaney 

Presented by special arrangement with SAMUEL FRENCH, INC. 

 

 

SHOW DESCRIPTION: 

The last ten miles of Avery J. Coping were spent somewhere in the transit between his chair and 
the bathroom. That was a rough estimate. Nobody knew how many times he made the trip at 
night without the frenzied supervision of his sister Cornelia. The story of Avery in the winter of 
his life is told with wit as this former globetrotter shuffles along.  

Directed by: Rick Spangler 
Audition dates: June 26, 27, 2019, 6:30pm 
Performance Dates: August 16, 17, 2019, 7:30pm 
Tickets $5 

Due to the themes and improvised reactions, parental discretion is advised. 

 

WHO CAN AUDITION:  

Actors and Actresses over the age of 18. (17 maybe considered with parental permission)  

You do not have to be a CTH member to audition, but if you are cast, we do require that you 
become a member. And, while experience may be helpful, the Community Theatre of Howell does 
not require this. All we ask is your commitment to help make The Last Ten Miles of Avery J Coping 
the same high quality show that CTH strives to provide the community in all its efforts.   

CTH reserves the right to cast outside of the listed parameters depending on the auditions.  

 

AUDITION PREPARATION: 

Scripts are available for checkout prior to auditions. Please contact the director for details. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact the director:   Rick Spangler, spanglerinbox@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:spanglerinbox@gmail.com


CHARACTER DESCRIPTIONS: 

All ages approximate and are included to describe the character portrayal. 

 

Cornelia Coping: (F, roughly 60) Matriarch of the Coping clan, and self-appointed caretaker to 

Avery. She is always right, always righteous, fanatically clean, and overbearing. Her two biggest  

concerns in life are her kidney stones and her martyrdom. She drifts in and out of an affected 

English accent because she watches to much PBS. 

 

Bartha Coping: (F, 30s/40s): Has spent the majority of her life under Cornelia ’s thumb. She has 

never ventured from home, physically or emotionally. She has not, however, lost the ability to  

dream… or hope. 

 

Dr. Hood: (M, late 30s/40s): A country doctor, somewhat left behind in the modern world. He is  

content with his place in life. He has nurtured an awkward relationship with Bartha since they  

were teenagers, though Cornelia has done her best to keep them apart. 

 

Scottie: (M, late 20s): Only son of Cornelia’s first born daugher, Annie. Annie died six years 

prior, and Scottie has been adrift since her death. He is bright, educated, and has not been to  

Rock City since his mother’s funeral. 

 

Avery J Coping: (M, late 60’s/70’s): Avery is Cornelia’s older brother. He has spent his entire life 

sailing the world with the Merchant Marine. Presently, he is afflicted with Parkinson ’s disease. 

He shakes, shivers, but most of all -- mumbles. NOTE: Avery is the main character, and this is a 

strong physical acting role. 

 

Young Avery: (M, late teens - 20’s) Appears only when Avery J. is doped up on his medication. 

He is in essence Avery J.’s memory of himself as a young man. 

 

Bucky Basham: (M, 30+) The local handyman. Bucky would much rather work on a project 

forever than ever actually complete it. He is half-deaf. 

 

The Delude Sisters: (F, 40+) Juanita and Delmar are the reigning spinsters of Pilgrim County.  

Together, they are indiscernible. 

 


