
Audition Dates 
Friday, February 24, 2017 at 6:30 PM  
Saturday, February 25, 2017 at 6:30 PM 

Audition Notes 
The Community Theatre of Howell will hold open auditions on  
Friday, February 24 and Saturday, February 25 for its upcoming production of  
The Spitfire Grill, a musical written by James Valcq and Fred Alley, based on 
the 1996 award-winning film by Lee David Zlotoff. The production will be 
produced by Kim Carnahan and directed by Bruce and Julie Michel with musical 
direction by Jennifer Frank.  

LOCATION: 1400 W. Grand River, Howell MI 48843 

AUDITION DATES: Friday, February 24 at 6:30 pm and Saturday, February 25 
at 6:30 pm. Cast list will be posted on Sunday, February 26 by 4:00 pm. 

PERFORMANCE DATES: May 12 - May 21, Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays. 

Show Description 
To a town with no future comes a girl with a past. A young women leaves prison, 
only to learn that a second chance isn’t easy to come by. From the beloved film, 
an uplifting and inspiring story of personal redemption and the reawakening of a 
small Wisconsin town. “The Spitfire Grill is one of the most heartfelt musicals . . . 
its homespun charms as inviting as a warm winter blanket.”  ~ Talkin’ Broadway  

Percy Talbott, a recent parolee, is looking to make a fresh start. Based on the 
description in an old travel brochure that once adorned her jail cell, she chooses 
the rural town of Gilead, Wisconsin. The local sheriff finds a place for her to work 
at Hannah's Spitfire Grill where the town "welcomes" her with suspicion and 
distrust and she quickly finds that the town itself is in despair. Through an 
unusual contest, friendships are formed and hope grows, transforming the 
futures of the characters as they learn to trust one another with their pasts. 

CAST: 4 Women, 3 Men 

MUSICIANS: Cello, Violin, Accordion, Guitar/Mandolin. Musicians will be 
featured near the stage. 



Female Roles 
PERCY TALBOTT: early to mid-20s. Strong-minded parolee determined to 
start over. Kind but feisty and perhaps a bit rough-edged, her past has given her 
wisdom and sadness beyond her years. Her accent has a southern Appalachian 
cadence (she is the only character with an accent). Mezzo, strong folk/country 
belt, some head voice required. 

HANNAH FERGUSON: late 50s to 70. The tough-skinned owner of the 
Spitfire Grill. A fiery old bird with a short, no-nonsense manner bordering on the 
bitter. Mezzo/alto chest range. 

SHELBY THORPE: early to mid-30s. Caleb's meek, but soulful, wife. She 
begins to show confidence under Percy's influence. A plain, soft-faced creature 
with a shy, almost ethereal manner. Folk soprano with strong head voice and 
solid low range.  

EFFY KRAYNECK: 40s to 70s. Gilead's Postmistress and resident busybody, a 
nosy and opinionated woman with narrow eyes and a sour tongue. Solid singer in 
mezzo/alto chest range. Must be able to carry close harmony. 

Male Roles 
CALEB THORPE: mid-30s to 40s. Hannah's bitter nephew, an out-of-work 
foreman of the stone quarry. Fiercely protective of his aunt, he is frustrated as he 
loses control over most aspects of his life and tends to exert control over his wife. 
Solid folk/rock baritone with an edge and a strong high range. 

JOE SUTTER: mid-20s to 30s. The local sheriff and Percy's parole officer. A 
likeable sort with an appealing intensity and a restless nature, eager to leave the 
town of Gilead for good. Strong folk tenor. 

THE VISITOR: mid-40s. An important, central, nonspeaking role requiring 
very strong acting ability. An actor with powerful eyes and a very strong sense of 
his body. Actors auditioning for this role are not asked to perform the musical 
portion of the audition. 



The Spitfire Grill is much more than just another musical. You won’t find 
show stopping dance numbers. Instead, you have a show that is overflowing with 
heart and reminders that we are all just searching for a place where we belong 
and can call home. The music is inspired by rural folk music traditions with tones 
of bluegrass, country and folk sounds. To read a complete synopsis of the show 
and hear samples of the music, please visit www.thespitfiregrill.com. Feel free to 
contact the directors with any questions at jm.bw.michel@gmail.com. 

The audition will consist of a vocal audition and readings from the script. There 
will be no dance audition. Further audition information will be available as we get 
closer to the audition date. 

Actors are asked to arrive to sign in before the audition start time. All roles are 
available. Casting is open, and newcomers are especially welcomed. Crew, 
musicians and other volunteers are also needed for the event. If interested, please 
contact the producer at kimberly.carnahan@att.net. 

The Community Theatre of Howell is located at 1400 W. Grand River Howell MI, 
48843. For more information, call 517-304-6618 or visit www.cththeatre.org/
spitfire-grill.

http://www.thespitfiregrill.com./
mailto:jm.bw.michel@gmail.com
mailto:kimberly.carnahan@att.net
http://www.cththeatre.org/spitfire-grill

