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President’s Report  
 

The purpose of the Annual Report is to memorialize the year and to share with our membership 

what was accomplished during the past twelve months. None of our accomplishments would 

have been possible without the generosity of a community that supports the work that we do. 

This includes our Patrons, our Corporate Sponsors, Volunteers, Directors and Producers, Cast, 

Staff, Crew, and our Audiences. Without all of these individuals our shows would never hit the 

stage.  

 

 

Patrons 
 

Patrons are individuals who generously donate to our organization to help off-set the cost of our 

productions, including stage curtains, rents, insurance and storage, that people never see. Our 

thanks to our 2017-2018 Patrons. Throughout the “patron campaign”, individual donations, and 

“tip jar”, our patron donations totaled $4,377.32. 

  

SUPPORTER ($25.00) 

Jim & Kathi Chase* 

The Dilworth Family 

Louis & Rebecca Eaton 

Kathleen Farmer* 

Lynda Gerard 

Gil & Myrna Henderson* 

Bill & Lillian Johnson 

Derek Kalakay 

Roberta J. Lamberson 

Francis & Jim Paris* 

Rod Pieron Building Company 

Thomas Prater 

Robert W. Press 

Irene Onderchanin 

Fran Rogers 

Gary & Linda Roe 

Kelly Rothe* 

Jennifer Starkey 

Jerry & Donna Stigall* 

Joe & Becky Ventimiglia 

Kacie Wooster Studio, Private Vocal 

Instruction 

  

FRIEND OF CTH ($50.00) 

Karen Beeler* 

Jean Beemer 

Virginia Coppin 

Vera Cunningham 

Julie Gnatek* 

Wendy & Charles Gould* 

Robert & Phyllis Grannan 

Beth & Gary Heberlein 

John & Becky Hess* 

Anne Hill* 

Sandy & Jeff Judd 

Denny & Ann Kinane* 

Alan King 

Carol Laske 

June & Robert MacBride 

John McBridge* 

James Murray 

Ann O’Reilly* 

Jennifer & Mark Petersen 

Mary F. Spence, PhD.* 

Laura Toms C-21 Affiliated 

Vitas & Taura Underys* 

John Wickett* 

  

STAR ($100.00) 

Kathy & Bob Barker* 

Gil & Mary Ellen Bazil 

The Carnahan Family* 

Renee Chodkowski, The Great Foodini 

Don & Sandie Cortez* 

Sharon Delamarter* 

Chris & Dawn Eldred* 

Lisa Farrell* 



 

 

First Impressions Printing* 

Chester & Christine Geissler* 

Bruce Grotenhuis & Tina French 

Herbert & Karla Linkner 

Shannon & Peter Manning 

John & Jennifer McCormack* 

Donna Mead & Paul Bowsher* 

Cathy Olrich 

Barbara Underwood & David Patria* 

Russ & Linda Peasley* 

Saint Francis De Sales class of 1961* 

Rick Showalter 

Christine Spencer 

Daniel & Linda Squires 

Mark & Antoinette Stanfield* 

  

ORCHESTRA CIRCLE ($200.00) 

Brian & Laura Bickel 

Howell Area Chamber of Commerce 

Shirley Manchester* 

Jeff & Michelle Moore* 

Nick & Kathy Proctor 

Jack & Carol Shepard 

Cindy Warren 

Ron & Betty Wolford 

   

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE ($300.00) 

Greg & Lynda Bednarczyk* 

The Chan Family 

Charles Gatto 

Jackie & Larry Kolodge 

Christina Lockhart 

The Monro Family 

                

 BENEFACTOR ($500.00) 

Thomas & Christine Cali 

James Clinton 

Jerry & Deborah Ross* 

  

PATRON OF THE ARTS ($1,000.00) 

Patrick Financial Group, LLC

 
*Donation to the Thomas Cali Memorial Fund 
 

Corporate Sponsors 
 

Each year businesses in Howell support the Community Theatre of Howell through the purchase 

of ads in our programs, advertisements, and the donation of goods and services. This support 

from our community allows us to continue to produce shows for all ages at a cost that is afforda-

ble.  
 

Spirit of Livingston  

James D. A. Buttrey, Attorney at Law 

Patrick Financial Group 

WHMI “Mike and Jon in the Morning” 

Chestnut Development, LLC 

Charyl Stockwell Academy 

Drs Fuhst-Wylie and Kahn, Family Dental 

High Flyers Sports Arena and Gymnastics 

Archer Huntley Financial Services, Inc.  

Cleary’s Pub 

First National Bank 

MacDonald’s Funeral Home 

Maria’s School of Dance 

Akin-Akin Insurance Agency 

Samuel Daniels, DDS 

Snedicor’s Green Earth Cleaners 

Heather Douglas 

Dr. Gordan Niles, Orthodontics 

Art Craft Display, Inc.  

Bos Wealth Management 

The Marketeer 

Biggby Coffee, East Howell 

Kahuna Coffee 

Ei2 Designs 

Remax: Mary Novak 

Tomato Brothers 

Champion Auto 

Aubree’s Pizzeria and Grill 

Kizer Law 

Howell Area Chamber of Commerce 

First Impressions Printing 



 

 

2017-2018 Season 
 

This season consisted of four shows which each appealed to a different segment of our  

community.  

 

Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat 
Director: Sherry Randall   ~   Producers: Karla Tobey and Heather Lucas 

Rights Awarded through Rogers and Hammerstein 

 

This is an irresistibly fun family musical about the many trials and triumphs of Joseph, Israel’s 

favorite son with Lyrics by Tim Rice and Music by Andrew Lloyd Webber. Told entirely 

through song (and sprinkled with humor) the Narrator tells the story of Jacob's favored son  

Joseph. Celebrating 50 years from the production's humble beginnings in 1968, and established 

as one of the most enduring shows of all time, Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 

Dreamcoat is a re-imagining of the Biblical story of Joseph, his father Jacob, eleven brothers and 

the coat of many colors. 

 

Squabbles 
Director: Kevin Rogers   ~   Produced by Kimberly Carnahan 

Rights Awarded through Samuel French 

 

This hilarious play pits a father-in-law against a mother in a comedic succession of squabbles. 

Jerry Sloan is a successful writer of advertising jingles married to an equally successful lawyer. 

Living with the happy couple is the not so happy Abe Dreyfus, Jerry's curmudgeon of a father-

in-law. Abe is a funny guy to the audience, not to Jerry. The situation is exacerbated when Jerry's 

mother Mildred loses her house in a fire and needs a place to stay. Abe and Mildred can't stand 

each other. This play is one hilarious confrontation after another until the heart-warming finale in 

which the oldsters discover that, really, each is not so bad. 

 

James and the Giant Peach JR 
Director: Theresia Rogers   ~   Producer: Cassandra Hull 

Rights Awarded through Music Theatre International 

 

Based on one of Roald Dahl’s most poignantly quirky stories, James and the Giant Peach JR is a 

brand new take on this "masterpeach" of a tale.  Featuring a wickedly tuneful score and a witty 

and charming book, this adventurous musical about courage and self-discovery is destined to be 

a classic.  James is sent by his conniving aunts to chop down their old fruit tree, he discovers a 

magic potion that grows a tremendous peach, rolls into the ocean and launches a journey of  

enormous proportions. James befriends a collection of singing insects that ride the giant piece of 

fruit across the ocean, facing hunger, sharks and plenty of disagreements along the way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Tarzan 

Director: Rick Spangler   ~   Producer: Alicia Rider 

Rights Awarded through Music Theatre International 

  

Washed up on the shores of West Africa, an infant boy is taken in and raised by gorillas who 

name him Tarzan. Apart from striving for acceptance from his ape father, Tarzan's life is mostly 

monkey business until a human expedition treks into his tribe's territory, and he encounters  

creatures like himself for the first time. Tarzan struggles to navigate a jungle, thick with emotion, 

as he discovers his animal upbringing clashing with his human instincts. 

 

 

Black Box  
 

2017-2018 is the second season of the unique CTH Back Stage Series. The Back Stage Series  

offers a small intimate venue (the Green Room), small cast, limited staging and lighting, and 

edgier material to provide the community with a variety of shows that would not be feasible due 

to cost and interest in the main stage season. The first show of the second season of the CTH 

Back Stage Series was a Comedy show featuring ten improvisation actors directed by Second 

City Trained Chris Salter and Ross Freeland. The second was a unique staging of Almost, Maine, 

with the sixteen roles being performed by seven actors, directed By Dr. George Popovich,  

formerly of Henry Ford College.  

 

 

WCTH  

 

WCTH Radio Hour is a live on stage recreation old time radio shows. Each of the three WCTH 

Radio Hours for the season are offered for a single performance at 2pm two weeks prior to each 

of the three CTH main stage shows. WCTH is free to attend and is budget neutral, paying any 

show costs with free-will donation taken in lobby. The Radio Hour provided unique performance 

opportunities for CTH members and directors, specifically those who cannot commit to the  

intense rehearsal schedule of the CTH main stage productions. WCTH increased community  

involvement with local businesses via the Radio Hour commercial sponsorship with period radio 

ads written by the WCTH staff. The Radio Shows appealed to additional demographics to  

increase the overall CTH patron base, provides historical education of mid-century United 

States culture and life styles, and were intended to increase main stage show attendance by  

promoting the upcoming show. Dan Squires served as the season artistic director, Rick Spangler 

and Dan Squires directed, and the producers were Alicia Rider and Tina Thomas.  

Attendance and the number of auditionees continues to increase.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Summer Camp  
 

The Community Theatre of Howell hosted four Youth Summer Camps this year between July 9 

and July 20. A morning and afternoon camp were offered for elementary students and an evening 

camp for Middle School and High School aged students. 

 

The AM Day Camp was directed by Amy Watters and the PM Day Camp was directed by Tori 

Rogers and both were produced by Theresia Rogers. The registration of these performance-based 

camps filled rapidly with 33 AM and 40 PM campers when camp opened. The hours of the  

Elementary camps were extended to allow time for an additional educational component. Our 

production for camp this year was called Press Start.  This Elementary camp was designed to  

introduce elementary age students to the theatre and allow them to participate in a production 

from start to finish.  We also allow an opportunity for teens to take on a leadership role and learn 

how to direct scenes, stage manage and do tech for a production.  Our production-based camp 

was a great success this year. 

 

Camps for Middle School and High School students were offered in the evenings.  This year’s 

theme was Break the Wall, which represented the theatre term, breaking the 4th wall--the  

invisible wall between the actors on stage and their audience.  The High School camp was  

directed by Chris Salter and the lead instructor was Ross Freeland.  The High School camp was a 

student developed camp.  They designed their camp and got to choose what their showcase  

content included.  There were two Middle School camps—Acting and Musical Theatre.  The 

Acting Camp was directed by Lisa Markarian and the Musical Theatre Camps were directed by 

Tori Rogers, with Madison LeMieux as a lead instructor.  Bethany Bean was the vocal director 

and Kim Carnahan produced the camps.  There were 5 workshops offered during the camps.  An 

Audition Workshop, Tech Workshop, Improv, Combat & a Make-Up Workshop.  A free  

showcase for the public was offered on Saturday, July 21, 2018.  There were 15 students enrolled 

in the High School Camp, 13 students in the Middle School Acting Camp and 19 students in the 

Middle School Musical Theatre Camp. 

 

 

2018-2019 Season  
 

The Directors Search Committee completed their work in December. Following serious  

consideration of all the excellent proposals, the final decision regarding the 2018-2019 season 

was: 

 

Little Mermaid    directed by Kevin Rogers 

Arsenic and Old Lace    directed by George Popovich 

Singin’ In the Rain, JR   directed by Susan Gronow and Mark Wilson 

13      directed by Theresia Rogers 

 

Final decisions concerning the Black Box presentations have not yet been made.  

 

 

 



 

 

Strategic Planning  
 

We continue to make progress on areas identified in our Strategic Plan. Directors have looked at 

opportunities to decrease rehearsal time for individuals, while maintaining a high quality  

performance. The WCTH Radio hour and Black Box performances provide greater opportunity 

for persons wanting a less strenuous rehearsal schedule.  

 

During the 2017-2018 year we have continued to make improvements to our facility. HPS  

replaced the main stage curtains and we re-made the side curtains to make for a more streamlined 

stage appearance. Shutters have been added to the sound booth, thus completing this project. We 

have addressed some of the sound issues with the purchase of new mics and antenna that are 

compatible with the required change in frequency. We have collected bids for the replacement of 

the stage mics, stage monitors and house speakers. A grant from MCACA has been submitted in 

hopes of obtaining assistance with funding this project.  

 

At our annual Summer Clean Up, a group of hardy volunteers, cleared out unneeded and  

unwanted items and reorganized the storage lockers. We began laying carpet squares in the 

wings.  

 

 

Scholarships  
 

The CTH Scholarships criteria and application process were updated for 2018.  Two college 

scholarships were offered beginning in 2018, and criteria for scholarships were updated as  

follows: 

The Lanny F. Davis Memorial Scholarship for Graduating High School Seniors, $500 each: 

 Preference given to students who intend to pursue a major/minor in a two-year or four-

year Performing Arts (acting, directing, design, technical, dance, vocal, instrumental  

performance, teacher of the performing arts, video/film production, or management)  

curriculum. 

 Student must be a current paid member of CTH (this will be verified with the CTH  

membership chairman). 

 Student must have participated significantly in CTH productions during their high school 

years.  

 Student must have a cumulative GPA of at least 3.0.  

 Student must have been accepted to a two- or four-year college/university. 

 

The Jan Marchyok Memorial Scholarship for College Students, $500 each: 

 For college students who are pursuing a major/minor in a two-year or four-year  

Performing Arts (acting, directing, design, technical, dance, vocal, instrumental  

performance, teacher of the performing arts, video/film production, or management)  

curriculum. 



 

 

 Student must have participated significantly in CTH productions during their high school 

years. 

 Student must have a cumulative college GPA of at least 3.0. 

 

In addition, the Tom Cali Reach for the Stars Memorial Scholarship for Summer Camp was 

added for students ages 5–18 to attend a CTH Summer Theatre Camp and gain hands on  

experience in musical theatre, acting, dance, voice and technical production.  The scholarship  

covers the cost of camp registration.  The criteria for this scholarship is as follows: 

 Scholarships will be awarded based on financial need, with preference given to active 

members of CTH. 

 Completed application including signed statement of financial need. 

 Applicants may also include an optional letter of recommendation from a teacher, guid-

ance counselor, clergy or other relevant community member. 

 Scholarship recipients who are interested in the CTH Summer Theatre Camp program 

must still participate in an audition, if that is deemed part of camp process. 

 

In addition to the updates described above, publicizing the availability of the scholarships was 

broadened.  The CTH website was updated to include information and links to the applications.  

Posts to the CTH Facebook Page advertised the scholarships were available, with reminders 

posted as due dates approached.  The scholarship for high school seniors was no longer con-

nected to or presented at the Howell High School scholarship night. 

A combined total of 6 applications were received for all three scholarships.   

Based on the recommendations of the Scholarship Committee, the Board of Directors approved 

awards of three $500 Lanny F. Davis Memorial Scholarships for graduating high school seniors 

and two $500 Jan Marchyok Memorial Scholarships for college students.  These five scholar-

ships were awarded in late April and presented at the CTH All Star Event on May 5, 2018. 

The Board of Directors granted sole discretion for approval of the Tom Cali Reach for the Stars 

Memorial Scholarship for Summer Camp to Chris Clinton-Cali.  One application was received 

and awarded. 

Scholarship awardees were: 

Lanny F. Davis Memorial Scholarship for graduating high school seniors: 

Rebecca Chan 

Tyler Dixon 

Amelia Slemp 

 

Jan Marchyok Memorial Scholarship for college students: 

Briana Beeman 

Rachel Tobey 

 

Tom Cali Reach for the Stars Scholarship for CTH Summer Camp 

Gracie Rose Hieber 

 



 

 

All Stars  
  

The 2018 All Star Awards and chili cook-off were held at the American Legion Hall  in Howell 

on May 5th.  Our attendance was up from last year.  There were 65 people in attendance.   

  

Persons being honored for their service to the Community Theatre of Howell included: 

Rebecca Chan 

Kelly Dixon 

Tyler Dixon 

Dane Douglas 

Alexis Gronow 

Becky Hess 

Cassandra Hull 

Gary Hull 

Richard Lim 

Chrissy Lockhart 

Lucy Thomas 

Tina Thomas

  

 

Box Office 
 

During the 2017-2018, CTH sold 1,663 more tickets than in the prior year. The majority of these 

tickets were for the school show, James and the Giant Peach, JR, with Tarzan selling more than 

the anticipated number of tickets. 

 

 

Membership  

 

The Community Theatre of Howell is a membership organization and relies on Membership 

Dues to keep the organization financially sound. During the 2017-2018 Fiscal Year, we had 41 

student members, 43 adult members, and 37 family memberships. Increasing membership will be 

a continued goal for the upcoming year.  

 

SHOW ADULT STUDENT SENIORS COMPS 
GENERAL AD-
MISSION TOTAL 

       

All in the Timing     120 120 

Proof     76 76 

Joseph 935 520 653 146 0 2254 

Squabbles 320 60 199 48 0 627 

James 718 191 71 24 0 1004 

James School Show  3273    3273 

Tarzan 434 272 193 70 0 969 

       

 2407 4316 1116 288 0 8127 

       

 



 

 

Facilities  

CTH continues to rent our facility from the Howell Public Schools. We coordinate our use of the 

theatre space with the Freshman Campus. There has been an increase in number of requests to 

use the theatre. We have been able to honor every request. CTH is working with HPS on several 

facilities improvements, including painting the theatre floor, replacing handrails at the entrance 

to the theatre, and replacing the Green Room carpet.  

Social Media/Marketing  
 

The marketing committee utilized posts on Facebook and Instagram to raise awareness and  

promote shows. We ran 26 ads on Facebook/Instagram which reached 27,000 people, and  

resulted in over 58,000 impressions (the number of times our ads reached a screen). Our  

Facebook followers has grown nearly 25% over the past season (from 1,085 in September, 2017, 

to 1,356 as of June 1, 2018). Below are two charts that illustrate the Facebook activity on the 

Community Theatre of Howell page. 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

We also ran a direct mailing campaign to reach non-patron households to raise awareness of 

CTH.  CTH previously performed a marketing analysis which identified likely CTH patrons by 

their demographics and psychographic segment, and also their location relative to the theatre.  

Using this data, we were able target households who are not currently our patrons, but have great 

potential to be patrons.  We had 13 families who received the Joseph/James/Tarzan mailing  

become patrons!  This is 3.5% response rate, industry average is 2%.  The Squabbles mailing  

resulted in five new families discovering CTH! 

 

Fiscal Year 2017-2018 and 2018-2019  

 

Attached to this report is the Close Out Budget for Fiscal Year 2017-2018. Our anticipated  

expenses were $145,310, with our actual expenses being $136,704. This is $8,506 below  

budgeted expenses even this year’s capital expenses. These saving came primarily from the  

efforts of our show and camp staff to cut expenses. Our thanks to all of them for their efforts to 

keep CTH financially sound, while still providing high quality theatre.  

 

We had anticipated $135,610 in revenue. Our actual revenue was $142,896. This is $7,286 more 

revenue than expected. This additional income came primarily from the very well received 

Beauty and the Beast and our Summer Camp. 

 

A copy of the Final Close Out Budget for 2017-2018 is attached, as well as the proposed budget 

for 2018-2019. 

 

 

Attachments: 

2017-2018 Close Out Budget 

2018-2019 Proposed Budget 

Show Schedule and Rights Information 


